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Providing some context  
 

Yukonõs Economy 
By industry / By indicator  

 
Economic Development  

Vision / Approach / Plan  

 
Research, Innovation and Commercialization  

Approach / History / Activities  

 
 
 



Yukonõs Economy 



Source: IMF World Economic Outlook September 2011 



Yukon Quartz Claims Staked
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Source: Department of Energy, Mines, and Resources

Å Record 83,161 new claims in 2010. 

Å 114,587 in 2011. 



$0

$20

$40

$60

$80

$100

$120

$140

$160

$180

$200

$220

$240

$260

$280

$300

$320

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

e

20
11

f

Exploration Expenditures Development Expenditures

Å Yukon exploration spending has 
been historically high in recent 
years. 

Å Record exploration spending of 
over $300 million for 2011 

Å Only 10 years ago, annual 
exploration spending was in 
single digits.  

Source: Department of Energy, Mines & Resources; Natural Resources Canada 



Growth in Small and  
Medium Sized Business : 

 

Acme Labs: Assay Sample 

Preparation  



 

 

Annual Yukon Border Crossings 

2002 ï 2011f 

Source: Department of Tourism & Culture; Department of 

Economic Development 
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Residential Non-residential

Value of Yukon Building Permits ($ millions) 

Source: Yukon Bureau of Statistics; Yukon Department of Economic Development 



Federal Stimulus 
ɆWhitehorse Correctional Centre 
ɆWhitehorse Public Safety Building 
ɆMayo B Hydro Generation and Transmission Line 
ɆAffordable Housing Initiatives 
ɆErik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport 

 
Mine Construction 
ɆWolverine Mine 
ɆBellekeno Mine 

Mayo B Penstock Construction: August 2010 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Average Yukon Population 

Source: Yukon Bureau of Statistics; Department of Health & Social 

Services; Department of Economic Development;  
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Annual Average Yukon Employment 

Source: Yukon Bureau of Statistics; Statistics Canada, Department of 

Economic Development;  
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Retail Sales ($ millions) 

Source: Yukon Bureau of Statistics; Statistics Canada; Department of 

Economic Development 
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ɆYukon Growth 

ɆCanada Growth 



Key economic trends impacting 2011:  
Record levels of exploration spending.  

New mineral production contributing to economic growth.  

Strong construction activity contributing to record 
building permit value.  

Record retail sales.  

New mining projects advancing through permitting and 
feasibility.  

Growth in SMEõs -  creating jobs, opportunities.   
Tourism visitation continues to show strength.  

 



Å Need to increase production and conservation of energy  

Å Need to improve and enhance transportation 
infrastructure  

Å Need to increase housing  

Å Need to ensure mining remains sustainable  
Å Competitive  

Å Environmentally sound  

 

 

Å Opportunity for Innovation  

 



Learning Innovative 
 ICT  

Jobs Community 
Engagement 

RIC - -> Enabling 
Technologies and 

Services 

Health 

Our RIC Vision  



Enabling Factors
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Economic Development Approach  



Economic Development Plan  



RIC Development Approach  

ü Ensure enabling ICT infrastructure in place 
ÅConnectivity  

ü Idea cultivation 

ü SME support 

ü Industry partnerships 

 





Priorities conõt 




